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Christian Victor Brandt More than a million people apply for asylum each year. Their desire to live and work in Australia as citizens or permanent residents puts
them at risk of serious harm from people smugglers. The risks faced by those involved in the business of people smuggling in Australia are well documented. The
majority of people who work for people smugglers are, themselves, migrant workers, and are often vulnerable themselves to abuse at the hands of their smugglers
and fellow migrants. Police estimates put the number of individuals who have become victims of people smuggling at up to 10,,000 over the past decade. In, the
Royal Commission into the Management of People Smuggling in Australia published findings that identified alarming levels of violence, sexual abuse, non-
compliance with official instructions and tensions with the Australian community that characterised their work. Human rights abuses were also significant
contributors to the high rates of mental illness suffered by migrants. In a recent six year period, more than of those people received no help at all. The families of
the more than people murdered by people smugglers knew their loved one would never be seen again. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people were a
particularly vulnerable group. The highest rates of reported suicides were amongst the elderly, survivors of domestic violence, and other people with an underlying
mental health condition. The Royal Commission found that the most common form of exploitation, in both directions between smugglers, agents and migrants was
severe poverty. The commission also found that people often faced higher risks of cruelty than were generally experienced under conditions of forced labour,
because people smugglers frequently use the currency of work to exploit their victims for their own economic advantage. This includes their obligation to pay
overtime rates, their inability to refuse work and their fear of being deported. The commission also found that, when conditions deteriorated to such an extent that
migrants attempted to escape or enter Australia illegally, they were subjected to even more risk of violence and abuse. The commission found that this happened
most commonly at the hands of the gangs involved in criminal syndicates, particularly the notorious Miam Bungalows. Upon arriving at detention facilities, persons
seeking protection were sometimes forced to work for people smugglers. The commission found that in, more than 5, migrants in Australian immigration detention
facilities were, themselves, involved in people smuggling. Some groups of migrants were considered particularly valuable to people smugglers for this reason. In,
more than 1, people were raped in immigration detention centres, and 1, people died in the custody of the
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