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Yesu.USAID now requires sustainable accountability in P3
projects USAID now requires sustainable accountability in P3
projects Sustainability in Public-Private Partnerships (P3s) is a
complex subject and a new study looks at sustainability
practices currently implemented in USAID’s P3s. The study,
“Sustainability in Public-Private Partnerships,” was conducted
by the Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN) and
the Partnership for Sustained Development in Asia, (P4SDA), a
partnership between the Rockefeller Foundation and USAID.
The study, which includes over 20 interviews with major P3s,
highlights that USAID now requires that all P3s have a
systematic approach for measuring sustainability. This
requirement is based on Congress’ requirement to track the use
of funds. The study also looked at policy and institutional
support for P3s in developing countries. As the P4SDA
comments, “Efforts to address the sustainability challenge in P3
projects have focused on the technical elements of project
design, implementation and management. To our knowledge,
none has addressed what is required of states in order to ensure
sustainability of projects that receive funding through P3
mechanisms.” The study notes that USAID has a number of
methods for tracking where and how funds are spent. These
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include the memorandum of understanding, audit reports, and
the inability of USAID to conduct independent reports.
“Inadequacies in institutional oversight over the use of P3 funds
are typically blamed on poor coordination of the project
budgeting process, poor engagement of the private sector
and/or insufficient public sector capacity,” says the report. The
study offers a few suggestions for improvement. These include
developing structures, tools and incentives for monitoring and
accountability, fostering technical capacity in developing
countries, and advocating for public sector capacity building. In
particular, says the report, “developing countries are calling for
assistance with institutional capacity development, which
include the process for measuring sustainability and helping
public sectors to promote accountability and to manage
corruption.” The Sustainable Development Solutions Network
(SDSN) is a network of organizations and individuals working to
create a more sustainable world. The Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) are the culmination of work started with the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), and build on the United
Nations Rio Agenda 21 and the
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